THIRTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST Reprint from Karen Ianni’s facebook article Aug. 16

August 23, 2026
This morning we at St. Stephen’s were happy to welcome Bish-

op Nil Lushchak, Aux. Bishop of the Eparchy of Mukachevo in

Ukraine. He joined Fr. Vasyl to concelebrate the Divine Liturgy

and then joined parishioners for a coffee social. It was very nice

to meet him and a special day for Fr. Vasyl to share with his

— Bishop from his home country.

Aug. 22 (Sat) Vigil Divine Liturgy 5:00pm
For the homebound of our parish

Aug. 23 (Sun) THIRTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST

Rosary 9:55am
Third Hour 10:15am (Bishop Nil’s Homily included)
Divine Liturgy 10:30am
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Remembering the 57th Wedding Anniversary of

Ray and Ruth Ann reqd by Ray

Haﬁﬁy Anniversary !l!

Aug. 28 (Fri) BEHEADING OF JOHN THE BAPTIST
Vigil Divine Liturgy 6:00pm
For the homebound of our parish

August 28, 1972—"Fr. Russell Duker inaugurated the new
parish, blessed the buildings, and celebrated the fivst Divine

Liturgy”.

Aug. 29 (Sat) Vigil Divine Liturgy 5:00pm
For the homebound of our parish

Aug. 30(Sun) FOURTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST

Rosary 9:55am
Third Hour 10:15am ~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
Divine Liturgy 10:30am

+Stephanie Petrovay reqd by Norman & Eileen
Rosary Challenge don’t forget to record your rosaries

St. Mary - Herminie Sunday Liturgy 8:30am praye A
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Our tithe to our Parish Aug. 9,2026 - $1,127.00
Aug. 16, 2026 - $1,7710.00 EEEEEEEEEEEEmEmmmmmm
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Let us remember in our prayers all of our friends and parish family members who are

sick at home or in a nursing facility and for all who are in need of our prayers

Mary Cvejkus, Pamela Seech Dawson, Barbara Gulich, John Hresko,

Michael Janov, Helen Magdic, Steve Muchoney, Pat Piero, Pat Race, Ted Race,
Helen Rizzi, RoseMarie Rupnik, Ray Seech, Mark Sethman, Charles Stein,
Jerry Lee Simpson, Eleanor Timko, Sally Zeleznik
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The Sanctuary Lamp continues to burn before the presence of Our Risen
Lord, God and Savior Jesus Christ in our church during the week of
Aug. 23 thru Aug. 29 for our parish family.
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BEHEADING OF JOHN THE BAPTIST

The beheading of John the Baptist was a dramatic execution ordered by Herod
Antipas, the Roman ruler of Galilee, who reluctantly granted the request of his step-
daughter Salome to have the prophet killed. According to the New Testament ac-
counts in the Gospels of Matthew and Mark, John was executed because he publicly
condemned Herod’s unlawful marriage to Herodias, who was the wife of Herod’s
own brother, Philip



Homily - August 16,2026 - Bishop Nil Lushchak

Dear Brothers & Sisters in Christ

There are some questions we ask because we are curious, and there are other ques-
tions that come from the deepest part of the human heart. Today we hear one of those
questions: “What must I do to inherit eternal life?”

It sounds like a simple question, but it touches the greatest mystery of our existence.
We spend so much of our lives thinking about tomorrow, our work, our families, our
health, our responsibilities, our plans. But somewhere deep inside us is another ques-
tion: Where am I going? What is the purpose of my life? What will remain when eve-
rything else passes away?

Eternal life is a mystery we would all like to understand. Yet Jesus gives us a beauti-
ful answer in the Gospel of John: “This is eternal life, that they may know You, the
only true God, and Jesus Christ whom You have sent.”

Notice that Jesus does not describe eternal life simply as something that begins after
death. Eternal life begins when I come to know Christ, when He becomes not only
someone I have heard about, but Someone I love, trust, follow, and place at the center
of my life.

St. Paul understood this so deeply that he was willing to consider everything else as
loss compared with gaining Christ. This is the true greatness of the Christian person:
to know Jesus, to know His humanity, His mercy, His love, His goodness, His pa-
tience, and His forgiveness.

This is exactly what Jesus offered to the young man: (Mt 19:16-26) “Come, follow
Me.”

But the young man was not ready. His heart was too occupied with himself and with
what he possessed. And one of the saddest sentences in the Gospel tells that he went
away sorrowful.

(over)

Perhaps this is also a warning for me. I can know the commandments. I can come to church. I
can say my prayers. And yet Christ still asks me: “Do you truly want to follow Me? Am I first
in your life?.”

We are now living in the beautiful time of the great Feast of the Dormition of the Most Holy
Theotokos. The Mother of God shows us what the rich young man could not yet understand.
Her whole life was an answer to God: “Yes. Let it be according to Your word.”

Mary teaches us how to receive Jesus and how to know Him. We know Him through His
Church, through prayer, through Holy Communion, through the Holy Scriptures, and through
love for one another. These are not simply religious obligations. They are places where Christ
comes to meet us.

The Theotokos teaches us to give Jesus the first place, not what is left over after everything
else, but the first place.

And when Christ is first, our life begins to change. Even our difficulties have meaning because
we know that we are not walking alone. God loves us. He is our good Father. He is our
strength and our helper.

So let us learn from the Mother of God to say each day with faith and gratitude: “My soul
magnifies the Lord, and my spirit rejoices in God my Savior.”

May our hearts rejoice because the Lord loves us, walks with us, forgives us, strengthens us,
and waits for us in His heavenly Kingdom.

Amen



