= AnuAry 25, 2018 A Let us remember in our prayers all of our friends and parish family mem-
JLL SUNDAY OF THE PRODIGAL SON \!

bers who are sick at home or in a nursing facility and for all who are in
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{;_, .y need of our prayers.

Lituregical Schedule

James Abraham, Tillie Abraham, Diana Abraham, Rosella Busko, Marion Campbell,
John Fekete, Carl Magdic, Clarence Rizzi, Helen Rizzi, Rose Marie Rupnik, Joseph

Jan. 27 (Sat) Divine Liturgy 5:00pm Rusinko, Sue Sabol, Ed Suzina, Mary Soltis, Terry Soltis, Margaret Weber, John
+Joseph Ianni req by MM Lawrence Kushnir Voron Sr.
Jan. 28 (Sun) Sunday of the Prodigal Son
ECK Classes 2:00am ALL SOULS SATURDAY
Divine Liturgy 10:30am
Intention of our Parish Family This Saturday our Church commemorates the first of the five All Souls Saturdays.
Jan. 30 (Tue) Feast of the Three Holy Hierarchs These are the times we especially commemorate those who have gone before us ...
Divine Liturgy 9:00am who have fallen asleep in the Lord in the hope of resurrection.

+Nancy Voron req by John Foley

We do not live alone. Others have given us life ... supported and nourished us ...
Feb 2 (Fri) Feastof The Encounter of Our Lord with Simeon & Anna

taught us and handed on to us the wisdom they gained through the years ... All that

Divine Liturgy 7:00pm we have, we have received from others.

Hramoty—Remembrance of the Departed
Feb 3 (Sat) Divine Liturgy 5:00pm We remember thc:uﬂie ‘»’thﬂ have gone before us ... both family members and friends ...
loved ones and parishioners.

+Jean Dzura req by Vera & Ralph Girman
Feb 4 (Sun) Sunday of Meatfare
ECF Classes 9:00am

Divine Liturgy 10:30am

The Sanctuary Lamp continues to bum before the presence of Our Risen Lord,
é God and Savior Jesus Christ in our church during the week of Jan. 28 thru Feb. 3

for the Abraham Family. We pray that they are alive before the face of God ... where there is no pain, no sor-
P e P row, no sighing ... rather, peace and light and joy. Such is our faith ... such is our
hope. On these days we recognize our bondedness with all those who have gone be-

fore us. May they not be forgotten ... and may they find life eternal.
January 28, 2018

Our Tithe to our Parish—S$1,758.00 The Dyptichs with the reading of the names of the departed (Hramoty) will take place
at St Stephen Church on Friday evening at 7:00 in conjunction with the Divine Litur-
oy for the feast of the Encounter. .



FEAST OF THE ENCOUNTER

On this feast, the Church meditates on the mystery of the Lord Jesus ... who as a hu-
man person was brought to the Temple on the 40™ day after his birth in conformity

with the Law ... the Law that he, as Son of God, gave to Moses to obey.

The Lord spoke to Moses and said, “Consecrate to me every first-born
that opens the womb among the Israelites, both of man and beast, for it

belongs to me."

If your son should ask you later on, 'What does this mean?' you shall tell him,
'With a strong hand the Lord brought us out of Egypt, that place of slavery.
When Pharaoh stubbornly refused to let us go, the Lord killed every first-born
in the land of Egypt, every first-born of man and of beast. That is why I sacri-
fice to the Lord everything of the male sex that opens the womb, and why I re-
deem every first-born of my sons.

(Exodus 13:1-2, 14-15)

All the rituals of consecration and dedication to God ... have their roots in the experi-
ence of remembering. Remembering what God had done for them ... the people then
made some gesture of dedication of themselves back to God.

—  Remembering how God had saved them from the power of the Egyp-
tians ... and remembering the stubbomness of Pharaoh ... and remem-

bering that every first-born in the land of Egypt was killed ... the peo-
ple of Israel now dedicated their own first-born to God. It was a sign
that all that they receive ... indeed comes from the hand of God.
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SR We too are called to remember ... to remember all that we have been

given ... our very breath of life ... our families and loved ones ... our talents and pos-
sessions ... everything has been given to us ultimately from the hand of God.

And remembering that it is all a gift ... we too are called to dedicate ourselves back to
the Lord ... for we are truly his.

SUNDAY OF THE PRODIGAL SON

This popular parable offers us a classic description of sin and repentance ... of aliena-
tion and return ... of our tug-of-war with God.

Alienation The younger son was headstrong; he knew what he wanted and he was
going to get it ... no matter what anyone else said or thought. He wanted his independ-
ence ... and enough money to live well. So he asked for his share of his father's inher-
itance ... now, while he was young enough to enjoy it!

Symbolically, he was asking for his father's death. "I can't wait for you to die so that I
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can have your money ... I want it now.

The father knew he could not force his son to stay at home. We can never coerce
someone's love ... it must be freely given.

So, with money buming a hole in his pocket, the son took off ... to have a good time.
When the money was soon gone, he realized how alone he was ... no one to care for
him ... no one even to commiserate with him.

Return  The return begins with a redlization ... an awakening. He remembered his
father's love ... and that remembrance was enough to draw him back ... to give him the
courage to return ... and so he began the long and lonely road back home.

. There 1s a beautiful image in the parable. When the son
R J—m-waﬂ still a long way off, his father caught sight of him ...

“ and was deeply moved. The father then ran out to meet
him.

When we seek to return to God ... to repent ... God also sees us. To be seen by God ...
is to be alive. On the contrary, not to be seen by God ... 1s to be dead. Hence, we pray
for the departed ... that God may remember them forever ... Eternal Memory! ... that
they may be seen be God ... and thus be alive before his face.

Even if we have wandered far away ... if we but fum our face towards God ... and let
ourselves be seen by Him ... he too is deeply moved and races out to embrace us.

What a wonderfully human image of God's love for us!



