oy March 11, 2018
W FOURTH SUNDAY OF THE GREAT FAST
ST JOHN CLIMACUS

Liturgical Schedule

Mar 10 (Sat) Divine Liturgy S3:00pm
+Alfred & Mary Crocker req by Steve & Judi Muchoney
Mar 11 (Sun) Fourth Sunday of the Great Fast

Divine Liturgy 10:30am

Total Parish ECF 12:00noon
Mar 12 (Mon)Parish Advisory Council Meeting 6:30pm
Mar 13 (Tue) Lenten Hour & Enrichment Session 9:00am

Enrichment Session 7:00pm
Mar 14 (Wed) Presanctified Liturgy 7:00pm
Mar 16 (Fri) Akathis Hymn 7:00pm
Mar 17 (Sat) Divine Liturgy S3:00pm

+Fr. Edward Lucas
Mar 18 (Sun) Fifth Sunday of the Great Fast
St. Mary of Egypt
ECF Classes 9:00am

Divine Liturgy 10:30am
+Denis Rinkacs req by Family
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The Sanctuary Lamp continues to burn before the presence of Our Risen Lord,
God and Savior Jesus Christ in our church during the week of March 11 thru

% March 17 for +Ted Druga reqd by wife MaryAnn.

March 4, 2018

Our Tithe to our Parish—$3,042.00

AN

i‘ | Let us remember in our prayers all of our friends and parish family mem-
@(/_ f % bers who are sick at home or in a nursing facility and for all who are in
 need of our prayers.

James Abraham, Tillie Abraham, Diana Abraham, Ron Bishop, Rosella Busko,
Marion Campbell, John Fekete, Carl Magdic, Clarence Rizzi, Helen Rizzi,
Rose Marie Rupnik, Joseph Rusinko, Sue Sabol, Ed Suzina, Mary Soltis,
Terry Soltis, Margaret Weber, John Voron Sr.

Ham Bingo

Sunday, March 18, 2018

1:00pm—4:00pm

Doors open at noon —- cost $10.00
Specials, food, Chinese auction, 50/50, & pantry basket raffle

Needed:

bottled water, in date pantry basket items, Chinese Auction donations

Questions please call: Julee Lindberg 412-378-6953



KOLBASSI SALE

= Once again the Men’s’ Club of SS Peter & Paul Church in Duquesne
PA will be selling their popular Kolbassi before Pascha. The sign-up

sheets are in the entrance of the church; so please place your order as
soon as possible.

LOOKING AHEAD

As you may recall, we have had a wonderful and prayerful experience
the last several years on Good Friday for the Burial Service of our

Lord, especially due to the moving singing of a small group who have
added their voices to the Service. Once again they will be participat-

ing in the Service and will begin practicing each Sunday after the
morning Divine Liturgy.

They would like to add a few more voices to this group. If you are willing to join
them it would be wonderful. Please be free to come to the Educational wing at noon
on Sundays and add your voice to the singing group.

SUNDAY OF ST. JOHN CLIMACUS

With the exception of the Bible and the Service Books, there is no work in Eastern Christianity

that has been studied. copied and translated more often than The Ladder of Divine Ascent by St.
John Climacus.

The Ladder of... What??? ... by St. John... Whom???...

Every Lent in Byzantine monasteries, it 1s appointed to be read aloud in
gl church or in the refectory. so that some monks will have listened to it as
much as fifty or sixty times in the course of their lifetime. The popularity
" | of The Ladder in the East equals that of The Imitation of Christ in the
o West, although the two books are quite different in character.

2 St. John (6th century) lived in the desert of Sinai, at the foot of the Mount
where Moses spoke to God face to face. His book was called The Ladder
of Divine Ascent because it uses the literary image of a ladder of thirty
steps. It contained thirty chapters (one for each year of the public life of
the Lord) ... detailing the thirty steps towards conversion and new life in
God.

He speaks of a Gospel way of life without compromise. He talks not only of repentance. but of
joy: not only of self-denial. but of entry into the divine life. Let's listen to some of his advice...

On Fasting ...a person who is always looking after the belly (i.e., what we are to eat)

and at the same time hopes to control the spirit of evil desires is like someone frying to
put out a fire with oil.

On Pride ... most of the proud never really discover their true selves. They think they

have conquered their evil desires and they find out how poor they really are only after
they die.

On Humility...a tree naturally lifts its branches upwards when it has no fruit. The more

the branches bend, the more fruit you will find there. The meaning of this will be clear
to the one disposed to understand it.

Please note the icons in this article. You will see an icon of the ladder of which St John speaks.
There are those who are ascending, step by step; but there are also those temptations that are
pulling them down. It i1s a wonderful image of the spiritual life. It 1s also an image of where
we might be in this the completion of the fourth week of the Great Fast.



THE SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION

The Great Lenten season 1s indeed our season of renewal. It is the springtime of the
spirit. As such, it is also our special time of repentance and reconciliation.

Even though Confession is not as common as it once was in the Church, nevertheless it
1s an essential part of our lives as Byzantine Catholics. As Pope Francis so often notes,
it 1s our time of experiencing the healing mercy of our God who desires that we come
to him for his healing touch.

Those who desire to be reconciled with God and with oth-
ers are encouraged to plan to come during this season. It
should not be put off until the last minute ... rather, Rec-
onciliation should take place in an atmosphere of recol-
lection and calm ... not rushing in breathlessly!

Thus there will be a Penance Service on Thursday, 22
B \March at 7:00 pm. Fr Robert Pipta, the Rector of the
Byzantine Catholic Seminary and Fr John Cuccaro, pastor of SS Peter & Paul Church
in Duquesne PA, will be available for Reconciliation at that time. Please make plans
to participate at this time.

THE AKATHIST HYMN

This Saturday is called “A karhistos Saturday.” The name comes from the very famous
hymn to the Mother of God that is sung for this day. It is a magnificent piece of poetry
that extols the Theotokos, the Mother of God, as it tells the story of the Incarnation,
that 1s, from the time of the Annunciation through the birth of Christ and all the way to

his Presentation in the Temple.

This 1s yet another example of the many ways in which our Church prays. It is not on-
ly the Divine Liturgy that nourishes us. There are many, many other Services for us to

explore and enrich our spiritual lives.

We will sing the Akathist Hymn on Friday evening this week at 7:00. Hope that you
can be there!

Pnayer of St. Cpfrem

Lond and Masten of my Cife,

Spare me from the spirit of indilference, despaix,
Lust fer pawer, and idle chattex.

Fyastvalion

JInstead, bestow an me, your sewant,
The spinit of integrity humility, patience and love.

Frastvation

Yes, O Lord and Hing, let me see my awn sins
Und not judge my brothers and sisters,
Far you are blessed forever and ever. Umen

Frastralion




