o April 1,2018
W RESURRECTION OF OUR LORD
PASCHA

Liturgical Schedule

Mar 31 (Sat) Great and Holy Saturday
Resurrection Matins
Divine Liturgy of St. John Chrysostom 8:00pm
Blessing of Paschal Foods
Apr 1 (Sun) Glorious Feast of PASCHA
The Resurrection of the Lord

Divine Liturgy of St. John Chrysostom 10:30am
Blessing of Artos
Apr 2 (Mon) Bright Monday 7:00pm
Festive Procession & Gospel Readings
Apr 3 (Tue) Bright Tuesday 9:00am
Apr 4 (Wed) Divine Liturgy 8:30am
Apr 35 (Thu) Divine Liturgy 8:30am
Apr 7 (Sat) Divine Liturgy S3:00pm
Apr 8 (Sun) Thomas Sunday
ECF Classes 9:00am
Divine Liturgy 10:30am

Blessing and Breaking of the Artos
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March 25, 2018
Our Tithe to our Parish—$3,146.00
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The Sanctuary Lamp continues to burn before the presence of Our Risen Lord.

God and Savior Jesus Christ in our church during the week of April 1 thru
¢ April 7 for the Abraham Family .

bers who are sick at home or in a nursing facility and for all who are in
need of our prayers.

.f'H\ : Let us remember in our prayers all of our friends and parish family mem-
\l .
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James Abraham, Tillie Abraham, Diana Abraham, Ron Bishop, Rosella Busko,
Marion Campbell, John Fekete, Carl Magdic, Clarence Rizzi, Helen Rizzi,
Rose Marie Rupnik, Joseph Rusinko, Sue Sabol, Ed Suzina, Mary Soltis,

Terry Soltis, Margaret Weber, John Voron Sr.

PROGRAMS AT MOUNT MACRINA HOUSE OF PRAYER

All programs are held at the House of Prayer unless otherwise specified. Please
call 724-438-7149 to register.

CANDLELIGHT DINNER FOR MARRIED COUPLES
Thursday, April 26, 2018, 6:30 p.m—9:00 p.m.

Offering: $70. per couple

Registration Due: April 20.

Experience a lovely evening of music, dining, a silent auction and a heartwarm-
ing  presentation in the atmosphere of a former 1903 Coal Baron’s home.

SPIRITUAL REFLECTION
Becky Johnen

WORKING TOWARD A CALMER YOU”
Saturday, April 28, 2018, 10:00 a.m.—1:00 p.m. Includes Lunch
Offering: $35. Registration Due: April 24

Managing stress is all about taking charge: of your thoughts, emotions, schedule and
the way you deal with problems.

This presentation is designed to help you spot stressors and stay in control when
the pressure builds by helping you understand what stress is, how to recognize
when you are in “‘stress overload” mode, and how to unwind, relax and become a

calmer you.



Upcoming Events

The final installment of our monthly Parish Eastern Christian Formation Program

will be on Sunday, April 15 after the 10:30 liturgy. There will NOT be a 9 am.
class for kids on this Sunday. There will be a pot-luck lunch before the break-out

sessions with side dishes needed, so please see sign up sheets in the back of the
church. Seminarian Tom Wells will handle the breakout session for the adults pre-
senting a talk about Virtues. The kids group will meet in the education wing for a
fun lesson. Please mark your calendars for this event. The seminarians are winding
down their time at our parish with their final Sunday scheduled for April 29. This
will be our final time to gather with them for religious instruction.

We will once again have a Parish Appreciation Brunch for our parishioners at noon
after the Sunday Divine Liturgy on April 29, 2018. This will be a time for us to cel-
ebrate our life together as a parish and all the wonderful things that happen through-
out the year thanks to the dedication and generosity of our parishioners. There will
be no charge for this event, but we will need a prior registration so that we may

properly prepare. You can sign up on the list at the entrance of the church. We will
need a response by Sunday, April 22.

PASCHA -2018

Let us cleanse our senses
that we may see the risen Christ,
in the glory of his Resurrection
and clearly hear Him greeting us:

Rejoice! As we sing the hymn of victory.

Indeed. our senses have been cleansed and purified ... not
only by the prayer and fasting of the Lenten season ... but
even more so by the divine visitation ... the presence of
Christ who comes and dwells in our midst as we gather in
e | faith and i prayer.
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Throughout the season of the Great Fast, we have sought to open the doors of our minds
and hearts ... to be touched by the healing and forgiving presence of Christ.

We have sought to have our senses cleansed ... our vision restored ... our lives re-
centered and re-focused.

And now we have come to the glorious light of Pascha ... and see the resplendent Christ
coming forth from the tomb ... as a Bridegroom. He comes forth, leading Adam and
Eve ... and all the others who had been swallowed up by Death. (¢f. Icon of the other side
of this bulletin)

He takes us by the hand and also leads us forth from the tombs of darkness and gloom
and despair that have sought to swallow us.

We gain a glimpse into the Kingdom of heaven! And for those who experience this re-
birth ... there are no words to adequately describe it. Yes, we sing many hymns ... we
exchange jovytul greetings ... we break the fast and enjoy the full-laden tables ... and
yet ... beneath 1t all ... there 1s a joy for which silence is the only adequate language ...

It 1s the feast that calls us to remember our baptism ... our birth into New Life.



BRIGHT WEEK

The glorious feast of Pascha is celebrated as one continuous feast all week long.
The doors of the icon screen remain open even when there 1s no service being cele- Pope Francis on Easter: Cling to faith amid wars and hatred
brated. The liturgical services of each day are celebrated just as on Sunday. Among
the spiritual writers, it 1s called the day of the unsetting sun. In our homes and
among our families, we seek to make this whole week a continuous day of cele-

brating the Resurrection of our Lord Jesus Christ. _ _ _ _
Pope Francis encourages all people to hold fast in their "fearful hearts" to faith

despite all the wars, sickness and hatred in the world, acknowledging that on

Easter Sunday many wonder where God is amid so much evil and suffering.
Both Bright Monday and Bright Tuesday are feast days in our Church. After the
Divine Liturgy on Bright Monday, there is a procession around the inside of the
church, and the four Gospels of the Resurrection are read at the four sides of the
church. In this way, we continue to keep the feast very much alive in our parish and
in our hearts.

ON THE LIGHTER SIDE

After all the rigors of fasting and penance during the forty days of the Great Fast and
the days of Holy Week, it is now time to lighten up a bit. Once again, among the
Eastern Europeans there is the custom of sprinkling. On Monday of Bright Week,
the men and boys sprinkle the women and girls with water, and on Tuesday of
Bright Week, it is reversed and the gals get the guys! As they sprinkle each other
with water, they announce: Christ is Risen! A folk custom ... yes ... and a lot of
fun!

We greet each other during the next forty days with our Paschal greeting:

CHRIST IS RISEN ! ( English ) INDEED HE IS RISEN !
CHRISTOS VOSKRESE !! (Slavonic)  VOISTINNU VOSKRESE !
CHRISTOS ANESTT ! (Greek) ALITHOS ANESTI !



